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Chairperson’s Report 
 

Since our last newsletter issued during the summer, we have had a busy and enjoyable 
season of tennis. Junior and Adult Summer coaching camps in July and August were well 
attended and by all accounts very well enjoyed, as were Junior Halloween camps . Many 
new members have been integrated into the club, enjoying the continued competitive, yet 
social, nature of the singles and doubles Lockdown Leagues. We’ve seen the return of 
Friday and Saturday club play, as well as Monday night beginners’ play, and also man-
aged to fit in an American Tournament. 

 
 
At time of writing we have a total of 138 new members at the club this season – we sus-
pect one main reason for that is that people want to play a safe socially-distant sport. I 
would like to thank everyone for continuing to play their part in keeping everyone safe by 
complying with Coronavirus regulations and guidance.  
 
Unfortunately, with increased restrictions over the past weeks, we have been unable to 
continue with our Lockdown Leagues or any competitive play. It is our intention however 
to resume these once the Tennis Ireland guidance allows and keep them going as long 
as demand remains. 
 
I am sure you will join with me in thanking Bill Haddock for all his efforts in relation to 
these leagues. Bill will be taking a break from organising these until the Spring, but our 
committee member Vincent Hughes has kindly agreed to take over in the meantime.        
I wish you all continued enjoyment of your tennis over the coming months.  

Maurice 
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Coach Report & Coaching Tip 
 

For me it’s hard to believe that I have been at Cavehill Tennis Club for 5 months already - the 
time has flown in! For anybody who doesn’t know me, my name is Will Boyd and I started the job 
as Coach of Cavehill TC in June 2020. I would like to thank everyone at the club for an extremely 
warm welcome which made me feel comfortable from the start! It has been great to play with 
long-term members who have taught me about the club, as well as new members who have 
caught the tennis bug over lockdown - their enthusiasm is infectious to the whole club!  
Over the summer I was able to run two weeks of Tennis Camps for both juniors and adults in 
which players come each day, with each day having a different coaching theme. Another two 
weeks of camps took place over Halloween too for juniors! The next set of camps I plan to run 
will be over the Easter holidays.  

Currently we are near the end of the autumn coaching term in which weekly classes are provided 
for both junior and senior members. At the moment there are 8 different junior weekly classes 
providing coaching from 4 years old right the way up to teenagers!  

On the Adult coaching side, currently there are 3 different coaching groups and 2 cardio tennis 
sessions. Cardio Tennis is based around fast paced, high energy drills and exercises designed to 
get your heart rate up and deliver a good workout while playing tennis. 

October saw the launch of junior club play at Cavehill TC. Junior club play runs every Sunday 
afternoon, split into two sessions. The first session is “Tennis10s” for ages 7-10 and the second 
session “Tennis Teens” is for ages 11+. These allow for the junior members to put the skills they 
have learnt at coaching groups into practice and gain vital match play experience! 

With the aid of an Ulster Tennis grant we have been using the junior club play to try and promote 
the club and gain some new junior members at Cavehill. This has been running for 6 weeks so 
far and has seen regular attendances of around 25 juniors across the two sessions each Sunday.  

Group coaching and individual lessons are available for all ages and abilities- if you would like to 
sign up your kids, or yourself please get in contact with me on 07729498976 Will 
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Coaching Tip 

Who serves first? Prior to the start of a match how do you decide who serves first? Common 
practice is players use their racket for the coin toss, this is done by spinning the racket and us-
ing the logo on the butt of the racket as “heads” or “tails”.  

If you win the toss- you have three options.  

Option1 - You can decide to either serve or receive  
Option2- You can choose which end of the court you want to play the first game on.  
Option3- you can defer the choice to your opponent.  

After the first player makes their choice, the other player has the choice of the remaining option, 
for example if Maurice decides to serve, then John is able to choose which end he wants to 
start the match on. So what should you pick? There is no correct answer! It depends on your 
play style, do you prefer serving or returning serve? Or maybe you want to pick a side because 
of the weather conditions!  

Lockdown Leagues and American Tournaments 

Throughout the year, the club runs internal leagues in singles and doubles open to all senior and 
junior members. Each league consists of several divisions of up to 6 players who play all their 
divisional opponents in one set matches. Players are assigned to a division based on an assess-
ment of their playing level to ensure that all the divisions are as competitive as possible. The 
league lasts for about a month and at the end the top 2 players in each division are promoted to 
the division above and the bottom 2 players are relegated to the division below. This is a great 
way for new members to get to play competitive matches at a suitable level and to get to know 
the other players at the club. Occasionally, the club also runs fun, handicapped tournaments on a 
specific day, which will be advertised via the club’s e-mail and Whatsapp. Again, these are open 
to all members regardless of tennis ability and have proved to be very popular over the years. 

Lockdown League Organiser Bill Haddock with Rosie Pelan pre Covid-19  
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Beginners Club Play 

Given the steady increase in membership we have seen over the summer it was great to be 
able to reintroduce our Monday night beginners club play session. This gave existing members 
the opportunity to play more regularly and allowed prospective members to come and get their 
first experience at the club. It was pleasing to see the numbers grow steadily for this session. 
Thanks to Will Boyd who has assisted in the organisation of these sessions. 

New Member experiences: Jane McDaid 

Back in June of this year when the term ‘living in a bubble’ took on a very different meaning I 
joined Cavehill tennis club. I had bought a membership for my husband as a birthday present 
and then soon after realised I would need to join to play with him. Pre-Covid, my exercise of 
choice had been gym classes or long walks. 
The walks I still love but in hindsight the gym was more a chore than enjoyment and I often 
found myself counting down the minutes – not so with tennis when an hour just isn’t enough. 
Although I was terrible at first, I started the beginners classes with club professional Will Boyd 
and met many others in the same boat, we bonded over our frustration and our missed shots. 
After a couple of months a few of us who had an hour during the day, started playing daily dou-
bles, with Margaret Roberts as our mentor. She was great and really patient and we have picked 
up a few of Margaret’s winning shots as well as having a really good laugh. 
I then started to join club play, I was anxious at the start as the club has some really good play-
ers and I was frankly really out of my league but everyone was so encouraging and lovely that I 
have been back when I can. 
I also joined the league as I like an element of competition and it is a great way to meet more 
people and set up another Whatsapp group for matches during the week. 
There have been jokes ‘You’re really getting the most out of your membership’ ‘ Are you moving 
into the clubhouse?’ but the banter is all part of the enjoyment. I love it and my only regret is I 
wish I had joined years ago. I will continue to play as often as I can and will pester everyone and 
anyone to play with me as I may not have the same amount of time next year when things go 
back to normal. 
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Designated Safeguarding Children Officers (DSCO’s) 
 

 Following the departure of Bill Haddock and Deirdre Wilson from the committee, Vincent Hughes 
and Roisin Sipa have volunteered to take over as our new male and female DSCO’s. Thanks to 
Vince and Roisin for undertaking these roles and welcome Roisin, a new member to the commit-
tee this year. 

Floodlights 

 Unfortunately, we have to report that we have been unable to secure planning permission for the 
lights installed on one side of the lower courts. That is because the illuminance levels are in ex-
cess of permissible limits at a couple of neighbouring properties on Old Cavehill Road. Environ-
mental Health are very strict on this, regardless of the fact that neither of the neighbours con-
cerned has lodged any objection to our application. Accordingly, we have withdrawn our applica-
tion. On the bright side, we have now engaged lighting consultants to prepare a lighting design 
for full floodlighting at these courts, with a fresh configuration to meet Planning requirements and 
not impact adversely on our neighbours. 

First Aid 

 After a successful outreach for volunteers last year the club has formed a sub-group of first aid 
volunteers (see list below). The volunteer group has worked together to formalise first aid proce-
dures which will be shared with members.  

Christina McCavana 
John Whitmore 
Anne McDaid 
Will Boyd 
Luke Ward 
Alex Yeong  
Feargus Wilson 

 
Club Maintenance - Thanks to Jarek and Wojtek 

 
You may have noticed the newly trimmed hedges on Cavehill Drive and Old Cavehill Road. We 
are grateful to our members Jaroslaw Luszcz and Wojciech Gajdemski for this badly needed 
work, which was done at zero cost to the club.  They both worked very hard on the day, helped 
by a team provided by Jarek from his North Star Cleaning company. An excellent job, we think 
you will agree. 
 
Covid-19 Virus: It was great to get back to tennis on 11th November after the 2-week lockdown 
You can find the club’s Covid guidance on the club’s website click here  for details. 

https://cavehilltennis.com/covid-19/
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Quiz & Charity Fundraiser: 

Cavehill Tennis Club ran an online quiz evening in November in memory of our much loved, re-
cently deceased members Anne Moore & Davy McCullough. We had a great turnout on the night 
with Membership Secretary Rachel as our wonderful quiz host. As a result of the generosity of 
Club Members, including some bowlers, we raised an amazing £945. All proceeds of the Quiz 
will go to two charities chosen by Anne and Davy’s families: Cancer Research and Children's 
Hospice respectively. Thank you again to everyone who contributed, we are so grateful and 
know that the charities will be delighted.  

Cavehill Tennis Clothing 

The Committee have been liaising with clothing suppliers Signature Works and Kopyright to offer 

members an extensive range of tennis apparel available predominantly in the club colour of navy 

blue and proudly sporting the club logo designed by one of our members, Paul McCabrey. An 

order form catalogue will be emailed shortly for your perusal. Happy browsing! 
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Presentation to Anne Largey 

On a sunshine-filled day back in August, at Saturday club play we got together in a socially dis-
tant way to give a big thank you to Anne Largey who had been an amazing club membership 
secretary for years. Chair Maurice Roberts did the honours and presented Anne with a gift  from 
the committee of a beautiful Waterford crystal vase and a bouquet of flowers to show our appre-
ciation for her many years of dedication. A big thank you and farewell to Anne! It's great to see 
so many new and familiar faces at the club, with our current membership standing at 265, the 
highest this century!  The spirit of sport through tennis, exercise, a welcoming club member-
ship and being outdoors is clearly a winning combination.   
In November we hosted our very first virtual new member meeting, to officially welcome our new 
members, talk through important club information and give people the opportunity to ask ques-
tions. A big thank you to all those who attended. Don't worry if you were unable to join, we will 
host another session in early 2021.  

As we are now over half way into our 2020-21 membership year, we are offering further dis-
counted rates for new members. Please keep your eyes pealed and share this with your family 
and friends. A good idea for a Christmas present! 

 

Junior Coordinator Vacancy 
 
At the recent AGM the existing committee was re-elected in its entirety for another term. We do 
however have an unfilled  post of Junior Coordinator and would like to co-opt a suitable individu-
al onto the committee to take on that position. The role would involve working with the commit-
tee, coach and parents to enhance the experience for juniors at our club. We are working on de-
fining a full specification for the post. If you would be interested in taking on what is a hugely im-
portant role for the future of our club, please drop an email to info@cavehilltennis.com or contact 
any committee member. Likewise, if anyone has any suggestions  on how we might improve the 
offering to juniors please feel free to email us.  

mailto:info@cavehilltennis.com

